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enhances
Street

A'resident’s firm pays

to remove utility poles

in King William area.
+
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A King William resident who
paid for a utility pole conversion
project at one intersection is
hoping the pilot program will
spur action from public and pri-
vate sources to help fund future
conversion projects throughout
the historic area.

Roy Pachecano, president of
Portico Residential and Portico
Real Estate Investments, both
New York City-based companies

that also have
% ’ offices and
A pubhc~ projects here,
. said he be-
P rivate . came inter-
partnership, ested in the
ik conversion
I thin project when
> he first started
that’s the e it
wave of the King William
%) District a few
future. years ago.
ROY PACHECANO ~ Pachecano
King William sald  AT&T,
resident CPS  Energy

and Time War-
ner Cable removed an estimated
10-14 utility poles at the corner
of King William and East John-
son Street and buried the linear
cables undereround.

Pachecano’s company paid for
all of the expenses totaling
$50,000, he said.

“The conversion is an attempt
to go back to the neighborhood
it once was,” Pachecano said.

Pachecano and the King Wil-
liam Association— of which he
is a member — worked with the
three companies, planning the
project for 18 months. Pachecano
said he and the association vol-
unteers worked with various
city departments.

King William  Association
President Kit Walker had no
comment.

In the end, Portico Residential
paid for the three companies to
take down the poles and lines
each owned at the intersection.

AT&T removed four poles and
buried 550 feet of cable, accord-
ing to its spokeswoman. CPS En-
ergy removed four utility poles,
took down 250 feet of overhead
electric lines, rerouted another
100 feet of electric line and in-
stalled underground electric ser-
vice to two homes, according to
its spokesman. Time Warner Ca-
ble did not return calls for infor-
mation by press time.

Before and after photos show
the now-unobstructed view at
the corner, which is exactly how
Pachecano said the entire dis-
trict should look.

He said he hopes private and

See UTILITY/2SE
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